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which he called "The Subsidy Question and the Democratic
Party." Governor Haight considered this such a valuable con-
tribution that he had a large edition of the pamphlet printed
and circulated in his campaign for re-election. In the brochure
George pointed out that railroad subsidies are to be condemned
'"by the economic principle that the development of industry
should be left free to take its natural course ... by the political
principle that government should be reduced to its minimum—
that it becomes more corrupt and more tyrannical, and less
under the control of the people, with every extension of its
powers	"5
The pamphlet did much to make Henry George's name known
throughout the state. It also made him all the more the target
for the powerful railroads. When he obtained the Democratic
nomination for the Assembly, he received proportionately an
even smaller vote than Haight or the others on the ticket. He re-
turned home late, after the ballots were counted, and laugh-
ingly told his wife, "Why, we haven't elected a constable!''
Although he appeared to take his defeat lightly, in reality it
was a disappointment.6 A seat in the Assembly might have
meant an opportunity to write into the California land laws his
principles of equity and justice.
In spite of the interruptions of the Haight campaign he had
been working during the period from March to July, 1871, on
a concrete answer to the economic riddle which possessed him.
His labors resulted in the long brochure, "Our Land and Land
Policy."
The pamphlet of forty-eight pages of closely printed type
was the equivalent of 130 pages of ordinary book size. It was a
careful study of Federal and California state lands and land
grants. It was a plea that these reckless land grants should
cease, and it cited case after case in California of private estates
amounting to one, two, and three hundred thousand acres-
several of over four hundred thousand acres.
In the first section, for instance, George pointed out that a
single railroad, the Northern Pacific, had received 25,600 acres
for the building of each mile of track. And were the company
land of the Central-Southern Pacific Railroad Corporation
divided, he wrote, "it would give them something like two mil-
lion acres apiece."7
The brochure dealt with George's theories on the relation
between labor and land and indicated what our land policy

